CSEF-5: All conference topics are covered by thisitiative

Our Planet

A new, interactive information and education centrefor the Caribbean

1. Context
The need to raise awareness in new and innovativeays...

Our Planet will be a new, interactive centre which intendsattract a wide range of visitors and
inform them on the need to use natural resourcgsoresibly in order to protect the environment
for future generation®©ur Planet will present current issues in a form which engageung and
old alike with an emphasis on visual informatiomotigh holograms, interactive and motion
sensitive light projections. Recent research hasvepr that visual/graphic information is
integrated much more easily into the brain thanttemi data and with greater information
“retention” over time. Virtual experiences can gexte real understanding and interactive mental
challenges can trigger a desire to find real-ld&usons. In particularOur Planet will strive to
reach out to young people in the Caribbean regioorder to encourage them to think about the
way they live and motivate positive change.

Our Planet will present the facts on Climate Change but isanéClimate Change CentreQur
Planet takes the view that whether Climate Change happem®t, we need to change the way
we live if we want a better future for our childrdhwe discovered today that the Climate was
stabilising again, we would still have a lot to do.

Our Planet will also provide advisory services to local besises and individuals who require
support evaluating their use and management ofggnevater and waste with a view to
increasing their efficiency in the use of natuesaurces.



Our Planet will seek to support local and regional policy i@ilves and, as a social

environmental enterprise, any income not need t@rcoperating costs will be used to fund a
wide range of local and regional environmentaliatives. The centre will be self-sustaining and
viable after the first two years of operati@ur Planet will operate as a social and environmental
orientated business. The initial start-up costd & covered by a mixture of grant funding,
sponsorship and commercial loans.

Our Planet expects to be operating from Castries, St Lucyathe end of the first quarter of
2011.

The choice of St Luciaas a base faDur Planet is the result of the following factors which have
been taken into consideration:

1. St Lucia is a small islandand is one of the few islands in the Caribbeah witspoilt
rainforest and coral reefs, two environments diyebireatened by a changing climate.
As the recentCopenhagen conference has shown, small islands are becoming
increasingly influential in global issues. Tuvaldahe Maldives are examples of the
kind of impact small islands can have in a worldevehan increase in 1.5 degrees in
temperature could mean the disappearance of are esiiand chain from the maps.
Small island power is growing. Setting @Qur Planet in St Lucia will give a strong
voice to small island states and will help to iras® tourism to the islan@ur Planet
will raise awareness around the risks for St Lacid other Caribbean island states of
destruction of the habitat through increased extreweather events such as
hurricanes, rising waters, coral bleaching and tdssodiversity.

2. St Lucia is a regional hub for energy and environmet programmes. Amongst
others the following regional programmes are runajusSt Lucia and have agreed to
be active partners @ur Planet.

o CARILEC (association of Caribbean electricity ids)

ECERA (Eastern Caribbean Energy Regulatory Autiprit

CREDP (Caribbean Renewable Energy Development &mage)

CEHI (Caribbean Environmental Health Institute)

OECS (Organisation of Eastern Caribbean Statesgteiat.
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3. St Lucia benefits from two kinds of “audience”
a. Local audience

The local audience will include populations fromL8tia and neighbouring islands (particularly
Barbados, St Vincent, Martinique and Guadeloupecivican visitOur Planet at concessional
rates and which will benefit from the implementatiaf educational programmes within schools
and colleges. The new ferry service planned betwsmne Eastern Caribbean islands will
facilitate the implementation of these programmg©hbr Planet. More regional impact will be
attained by the organisation of regional workshapsl conferences for sector experts and
development organisations.



Our Planet will run awards schemes for schoolchildren andngppeople to reward efforts to
increase recycling protect the environment, etc.

b. “Global” audience:
Over 1 million tourists visit St Lucia every ye@round 85% of these visitors are from the USA
and around 12% from the UK. This is an opportunityreach out to these visitors where little
information or awareness exists in their home agunt
4. St Lucia’s government wishes to become a leader sustainable development in the
region and see®ur Planet as an invaluable information tool to support thaivn
educational and public information work on this jsgh
5. Our Planetwill seek to complement, support and highlight actities carried out by
the CCCCC (Caribbean Community Climate Change @gntrhich is based in
Belize, and other regional and international orgatidons active in the environment.
2. Our Planet’s activities
A description is given below of the main activit@Our Planet.

2.1 Interactive Information/Education Centre

The Our Planet Centre will consist of a sequence of spaces/rowiitls innovative, highly
advanced light projections and interactive displays

Sustainability will be a key theme through the experience withm@sy materials as possible
being recycled or sustainable. Power for the camtitecome from solar energy systems.

There will be two main sections to the experience:
Space 1: Global context, Climate Change and regiohessues

This section will begin by setting the general ext Visitors will be presented with the need to
use natural resources wisely and the climate chategmte” will be explained together with the
global impacts which could happen within the frarogwof a changing climate.

The presentation will begin with a spectacular wele from a “live” hologram of a leading
figure in the climate change/environmental sectdbhe key message here will be that whether
climate change exists of not we still need to usinal resources responsibly in order to protect
the environment and preserve biodiversity for fatgenerations.

A hologram of a globe will be projected and floatgpace on which will be played out the
various environmental and climatic challenges fa@ar earth.



Using light projections to create special effedtse visitors will then be “immersed” in the
impacts which could occur in the Caribbean regibausd people fail to use natural resources

responsibly.

There will also be interactive walls where Googlarate Change can be called up and any part
of the world examined in order to reveal the effeatt a changing environment over time. Other
displays will present a large, highly realisticteractive aquarium which will allow visitors to
watch a range of marine life and gesture towardistaor piece of fauna (corals, etc.) thus
receiving information on that specific species aow it is affected by environmental change.




Space 2: Solutions

This space will provide information on solutionsdncourage visitors to change behaviour and
use natural resources more efficiently.

Interactive floor surfaces will present visitorsthwi“interactive learning games” where for
example they can compete to save energy by regldigint bulbs with low consumption bulbs or
LEDs (light emitting diodes), learn more about m@dog and renewable energies. Visitors will
“walk” into the displays and their movements witlgger the changes making these games
atractive to a wide range of age groups and asliffhese can be single user or multi user games
allowing groups to enjoy learning together.

Examples:
Switch the light sources: visitors are invited tepsonto the old light bulbs in order to replace

them with more efficient light sources. Replacingrenbulbs in the limited time provided will
result in less energy consumed and a higher score.

S\NITCH TO ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING

Recycling: one or more players are invited to stephe floor and navigate the items into their
appropriate recycling bin. The faster the itemssamted the higher the score achieved.
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An interactive screen will enable visitors to asseir carbon footprint and make
recommendations to the visitor to reduce theirgaat.

Other interactive wall projections will encouragsitors to interact on the issues of renewable
energies, protection of biodiversity, etc.

2.2 Information/Advisory Centre
At the exit to the Interactive spaces will be aimimation and advisory Centre.

Information centre: This will provide factsheets, books and posterdiee issues addressed in
the Centre, impacts and solutions. Visitors willaide to pick up factsheets recommending easy
steps to reduce their carbon footprint and impitired use of natural resources.

Advisory centre: This centre will log enquiries from local indiwidls and businesses for advice
on improving their efficiency and reducing theirrlman impact. This advice will range from
energy efficiency, renewable energies, water anstevaanagement, recycling, protection of the
environment, etc. A pool of local experts will begaged to carry out visits/audits, recommend,
and where required, support the implementatiomefsblutions.

2.3 Support to local initiatives
Our Planet will generate funding to support a wide rangeegfional initiatives. This is a major

objective ofOur Planet and this is why the Centre is being set up ascelsand environment
business, generating funds and building a sustlmabdel which can be replicated.



2.4 Organisation of Regional Workshops and
Conferences and Educational programmes

Our Planet intends to work at aregional level and will organise and facilitate
international/regional workshops to promote itswatoés and to raise awareness.

Our Planet will also be working with the government of St laico provide input into local
educational programmes and arrange school visttset@€entre.

2. Our Planet’sfunding

Our Planet will need start up financing, princigalb cover initial running costs and the cost of
infrastructure such as projection equipment, etee Founders oDur Planet are discussing
sponsorship agreements with a number of governnagntprivate sector organisations.
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