PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE ON LAND DEGRADATION AND SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT IN CARIBBEAN SIDS

STRENGTHENING COMMITMENTS AND ACTION-ORIENTED

COALITIONS FOCUSED ON DELIVERABLES

 Background

The major long-term land management issue in SIDS is the degradation of the limited land area due to a number of factors including but not limited to deforestation, unsustainable agricultural practices and other episodic events such as fire. Natural events such as severe weather events are also major contributors.

Land degradation of that kind often results in accelerated erosion and a resultant decline in soil fertility and productivity as well as the deterioration in water quality, particularly in coastal and marine areas. At the field level, land degradation can result in reduced productivity. The fertility constraints resulting from soil organic matter and nutrient depletion are considered a major impediment to agricultural production growth. In addition, in recent times, recurrent drought has had multiple impacts on these countries, including contributing to accelerating land degradation.

As clearly outlined by the Programme of Action on the Sustainable Development of SIDS, most aspects of environmental management in SIDS are directly dependant on, and influenced by, the planning and utilization of  land resources, which in turn is intimately linked coastal and marine management and protection.

International Framework for Land Degradation and Land Management

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCC) provides the global framework for addressing land degradation and sustainable land management issues in SIDS. Given the scope of this instrument, which, if used effectively, could significantly contribute to the attainment of the Millennium Declaration objectives, poverty eradication and food security. 

Likewise the Global Mechanism (GM) was established as per Art. 21 of the UNCCD, with a mandate to, “increase the effectiveness and efficiency of existing financial mechanisms and to promote actions leading to the mobilization and channelling of substantial financial resources, including for the transfer of technology, on a grant basis and/or on concessional terms, to affected developing country Parties. 

More recently, in order to support the implementation of the aims of this Convention, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), adopted an Operational Programme on Sustainable Land Management. Under that Operational Programme the Global Mechanism has a major role to play in working with Parties to the Convention and other stakeholders including UN Agencies and the donor community in financial resource mobilization.

From Concept to Action

The Partnership Initiative on Land Degradation and Sustainable Land Management, led by the GM/UNCCD, and kick started during a recently held planning session in Trinidad (Feb 3-6 2004) is an expression of the translation of  the aims of the UNCCD into tangible deliverables. Forged between several institutions, the Partnership Initiative has a number of partners including UNEP, FAO, CARICOM Secretariat, and University of the West Indies, Civil Society including (RIOD), GTZ and Caribbean SIDS.

To ensure complementarily and synergy, the Partnership Initiative is being formulated as an integral part of the Technical Programme of the  Caribbean SIDS Programme; an initiative adopted by the  XIV Forum of Ministers of the Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean held in Panama in November 2003, to support the sustainable development of Caribbean SIDS. 

Partnership Initiative on Sustainable Land Management: Major Elements.

The partnership consists of a series of commitments and action-oriented coalitions focused on deliverables, intended to translate political commitment into action.

This Initiative has a number of sub-components, namely: 

a) The elaboration of  National Action Plans: 

Building on the provision by the GM of catalytic support for the elaboration of National Action Plans (NAP), the component will enhance the technical and financial support for Country Parties so as to move forward in the process of  effectively mainstreaming the NAP process into national and regional development agendas and its linkages with programme priorities on sustainable land management of the United Nations Framework on Climate Change (UNFCC) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

b) Establishment of a Regional/Sub-regional Platform for the implementation of the UNCCD, including the building of complementarities with other MEAs:

Once established, the Sub-regional Platform will have as one of its functions the provision of technical support to Caribbean SIDS in honouring their obligations under the UNCCD. It will also provide technical backstopping to Caribbean SIDS in the implementation of practical investments on the ground. 

This platform shall include all relevant stakeholders involved in local rural development (national and local administrations, UN agencies, bilateral and multilateral organisations, private sector and civil society) with the purpose of identifying needs, priorities and niches of opportunity for investments within the framework of sub-regional integration efforts and agreements building on complementarities with other multilateral environmental agreements such as the UNFCCC and the CBD

c) Elaboration of integrated sub-regional Action Plans (SRAP):


Based on results of NAP processes, and in close coordination with relevant partners, the relevant elements which have regional and or sub-regional implications will be extracted and form the basis of a Sub-regional Action Programme Sustainable Land Management for Caribbean SIDS. This in turn, will contribute to the strategic planning, design and implementation of initiatives oriented towards rural poverty alleviation, sustainable use of natural resources and rehabilitation of land degraded areas 

d) Development of Methods and Tools for Monitoring and Measuring Land Degradation:  

This component will focus of the promotion and mobilisation of technical and financial resources for the design, development and implementation of initiatives and projects related to assessing and monitoring land degradation in Caribbean SIDS. An integral part of this component will the Sub- Regional Land Degradation Assessment (LADA) being undertaken by the Food and Agricultural Organization (F.A.O) and the initiatives related to the development of desertification benchmarks and indicators, aiming at coupling these initiatives with the NAP and SRAP processes. 

e) Training, Research and Capacity Development 

This component seeks to strengthen partnership with national and sub-regional research entities so as to enhance data collection, dissemination and downscaling of global models and promote the effective and systematic identification of existing success stories, pilot cases and best practises regarding sustainable land management in Caribbean SIDS.

This information will be used for a number of ways, including being processed in such a manner, as to contribute, by providing guidance to Country Parties on how to incorporate this knowledge within NAP and SRAP processes through the promotion of south to south collaboration mechanisms. It is anticipated that the Universities in Caribbean SIDS will play a leading role in the implementation of this component.

f) South-South Cooperation:
Specific programmes will be designed to more effectively transfer the knowledge and experiences gained in Cuba and 
the Dominican Republic to other Caribbean SIDS. The design of the programme will build upon the experiences between Cuba, The Dominican Republic and Haiti.

g) Targeted GEF Interventions:

To complement the various sub-components of the Partnership Initiative, a number of targeted GEF interventions are envisaged. These will commence with a number of initiatives which are already in the process of being developed. For example, interventions focusing on the rehabilitation of degraded lands in island ecosystems; benchmarks and indicators and traditional knowledge.

Enhancing Synergies

The Partnership Initiative will be further developed and implemented in such a manner as to foster complementarities between the various Multilateral Environment Agreements, particularly the United Nations Framework on Climate Change (UNFCC) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

In the interim, a Sub-regional Task Force has been established by the Regional Meeting on Land Degradation to provide policy guidance on the further elaboration of the Partnership Initiative as well as to identify the opportunities for synergies between the UNCCD and the other MEAs. The members of the Sub-Regional Task Force are Saint Lucia (Chair), Barbados, The Bahamas, Belize Jamaica, the Global Mechanism, F.A.O, UNEP, GTZ, University of the West Indies, Civil Society including  the Caribbean Network for Rural Development (CNIRD) and the CARICOM Secretariat.
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